
DIOCESE OF ST. CATHARINES 

122 Riverdale Avenue 

St. Catharines , Ontario. Canada, 

L2R 4C2 

 
CHANCERY OFFICE  

 
DECREE OF ERECTION OF THE PARISH OF  

ST. MARY (OUR LADY OF LOURDES),  HAGERSVILLE 
 

Since the Catholic population in the area of  the parish  of St. Patrick, Caledonia, which 

is served by the Mission of St. Maryôs , Hagersville, has increased to the extent that it 
now forms a separate and distinct Christian community; after due study and delibera-

tions and after discussion  with the Pastor of  St. Patrickôs Parish and our Diocesan Con-

sultors, 
 

We do hereby create and establish the new parish  of 

ST. MARY ( OUR LADY OF LOURDES), HAGERSVILLE  

 

With the following boundaries: 

 
COMMENCING at a point  where the THIRD LINE of the former Oneida Township 

meets the Brant county Line,  proceeding in a south westerly direction  along the said  

County line to REGIONAL ROAD 20; then proceeding along the said road in a north-
westerly direction to REGIONAL ROAD 69; 

THENCE southerly along the said Regional Road 69 to LAKE ERIE: along the north  

shore of Lake Erie to the point where Lake Erie meets REGIONAL ROAD 53; 
THENCE northerly along Regional Road 53 to Kings Highway # 4; 

THENCE north and east along Kingôs Highway #3 to DRY LAKE ROAD: THENCE 

northerly along Dry Lake Road to REGIONAL ROAD # 9; 
THENCE northeasterly along  Regional Road # 9 to the THIRD LINE of the former 

Oneida Township; 

THENCE  westerly along the Third Line to the point of commencement. 
 

Since the Mission Church of ST. ANN, WALPOLE, is within these boundaries, it 

will be served by the Parish Priest of Hagersville. 

 

This  Decree will become effective on June 30,  1981. 

DATED at the Chancery office, St. Catharines, this 8th  day of June, 1981. 

ST. MARY & ST.ANN PARISH  
HAGERSVILLE / WALPOLE  

 

A SHORT  HISTORY OF OUR PARISH 

Sunday, July 24, 2011 
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ST. MARYôS CHURCH , HAGERSVILLE 

ST. ANNôS CHURCH , WALPOLE 
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 ST. ANNõS  FUNDRAISING  PARTY OF 1911  
In the early days fundraising was necessary. Garden par-

ties were  all vogue!. On Tuesday evening  July 18, 1911, 

a grand garden party held under the auspices of St. Annôs 

church  on the farm of John Feeney, one mile north of the 

Stone church  on the Stage road. This was the most suc-

cessful of the churchôs óGarden Partiesô to date.  Large 

crows from Hagersville, Simcoe and other places were in 

attendance . Among those supplying the entertainment 

was  Miss Bertie  Mahoney of Simcoe, a soloist.  The 

proceeds from the gate and booths amounted to  $ 

195.40. (The Jarvis Recordï July 19, 1911) Then came 

Euchre parties ! Parishioners offered their homes on a 

regular basis and people came from  the whole area.  

Everyone had a good time!.  Following a bountiful lunch 

the rugs were rolled up, Jack OôDonnel played the fiddle 

and everybody kicked up their heels. As the crowds grew 

larger it was necessary to hold card parties in the old Jar-

vis town hall. St. Annôs also held and annual parish pic-

nic at Edsalôs Point, Lake Erie on an appointed Sunday in 

July.  Following an old fashioned picnic dinner, everyone 

young and old enjoyed activities such as swimming, 

games and races and ended with a ballgame, after which 

everyone went home tired and happy! 

OUR PARISH MISSION STATEMENT  

(Promulgated on  April 6, 2008)  

 

We, the St. Ann and St. Mary Parish family which is 

united with the Roman Catholic Church throughout 

the world, are called by virtue of our Baptism to be 

a sign of Jesus Christ. Following Jesus and guided 

by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves to prayer, 

service and living our faith. By prayer ,worship and 

serving the needs of others, we continue to give wit-

ness to our faith as we attempt to lead all souls to 

God's eternal kingdom in the Roman Catholic tra-

dition.  

 

 

OUR PARISH PRAYER 

 O Lord Jesus, bind us together in love and peace, 

through the power of your spirit living in us.  Unite 

us in faith and love, to you and to each other, in a 

deeper bond, as your  

family. Help us to use all the graces and gifts, talents 

and abilities that you have given to us, in order to 

build your Body. O Father , guide us as we grow to-

gether, so that we your children may reach maturity, 

in the Body of Christ Jesus your Son. Amen 



FATHER SUNNY SEBASTIAN 

OUR PASTOR 

Father Sunny was born in Kerala state, 

south India, on May 7, 1958. 
 

 He was ordained to priesthood on Janu-

ary 6, 1990.  
  

 He received three Masters Degrees: Psy-

chology (Bhopal University ), History 
(Madras)   and Sociology (Bhopal ).  

 

He also received  Bachelor of Education 
(BEd.). He  completed two years of 

Clinical Pastoral Education  (CPE) and a 

Diploma in family counseling. 
  

Before coming to north America he 

worked several years as Principal of 
Catholic High Schools and Elementary 

Schools.  

 
He has served in parishes of  St. Alfred 

(St .Catharines), St. Thomas More ( Ni-

agara Falls),  St. Aloysius (Thorold 
South) and Holy Rosary (Thorold) . 

 
He took charge of our parish on January 

1, 2008.  

 

OFFICE OF THE BISHOP 

 

July 24, 2011 
 

 
Dear Parishioners of St. Maryôs ï St. Annôs Parish,  

 

 There is a long and fruitful Catholic presence in Haldimand County dating back to 1669-70 

when the first Mass was celebrated near Dunnville by the Sulpician Missionaries Dollier and Ga-

linee.  Your own parish community continues this presence today in Hagersville and in Walpole.   

 

 In the 1840ôs Mass was celebrated in private homes in the Walpole area. In 1865 a small 

group of Irish settlers built St. Annôs Church, Walpole.  The first Church in Hagersville was con-

structed in 1915.  The second Church, which was larger and at a different location in town, was 

built in 1958 and now serves as your current parish Church.  Like St. Annôs Walpole, St. Maryôs 

Hagersville was also a mission of St. Patrickôs Parish in Caledonia.  On July 1, 1981 the two mis-

sions of St. Patrickôs Parish Caledonia, St. Maryôs, Hagersville and St. Annôs, Walpole, became the 

parish of St. Mary - St. Ann. 

 

 This beautiful history book serves as a reminder that although a parish is much more than just 

a Church building, it is a place of worship where parishioners gather to celebrate the sacraments, 

especially the Eucharist which is the foundation of every parish and the spiritual source and summit 

of every faith-filled Catholic. We are reminded in these pages that it is the love, devotion and faith 

of so many priests and people that have built and maintained these churches throughout the years 

and we should all be very grateful. 

 

 I wish to take this opportunity to commend you for this wonderful project and assure you of 

my prayers and best wishes.  May God continue to abundantly bless the parish of St. Mary, Hagers-

ville and St. Ann, Walpole now and for many years to come. 

 

       Yours sincerely in Christ, 

 
 

 

       Most Reverend Gerard Bergie, D.D. 
       Bishop of St. Catharines 
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MOST REV. GERARD P.BERGIE, D.D., 

J.C.L 

OUR BISHOP 

Born in Hamilton, Ontario on January 4, 
1959, Bishop Bergie was raised and edu-

cated in Hamilton.  He studied at St. 

Jerome's College, the University of Water-
loo and St. Peter's Seminary, London, On-

tario. He received a Master's degree of Di-

vinity from the University of Western On-
tario in 1983 and a Licentiate in Canon 

Law from the University of St. Thomas 

Aquinas (the Angelicum) in Rome in 1991. 

 Ordained to the priesthood on May 12, 
1984, he has served in parishes of Our Lady 

of Lourdes (Hamilton), St. Francis Xavier 

(Stoney Creek) and St. Margaret Mary 
(Hamilton) where he was pastor at the time 

of his nomination to the episcopacy.  

He has occupied various positions within 

the Diocese of Hamilton, including Chan-

cellor.  

 He was ordained to the episcopacy on Au-

gust 24, 2005 at the Cathedral of Christ the 

King in Hamilton by Bishop Anthony Ton-

nos,  

Bishop of Hamilton. Bishop Bergie was the 

first Canadian Bishop appointed by Pope 

Benedict XVI in 2005.  

 He was named as the  bishop of St. Ca-

tharines   Diocese  on September 14, 2010 

and installed on November 9, 2010.  



Sisiter M. Dorothea Fitzgerald 

C.S.J (Amelia Evelino): Her parents 

were Richard Fitzgerald and Amelia 

Columbus. She was born on March 
30, 1881. Her religious profession 

was on January 2, 1907.  

She taught music for a period of forty 
five years from two years after enter-

ing  the congregation until June 28, 

1951. . She taught music in Mount 
Forest, Paris and Hamilton. Following 

her years of teaching she was in 

charge of the store where religious ar-
ticles etc. were sold in St.Josephôs 

mother house.  She died at St.Josephôs 

mother house , Hamilton  and  was 
buried at Holy Sepulchre cemetery, 

Burlington. 

 

Sister Mary of the Rosary OôHara 

C.S.J. (Lillian):  

Her parents were Michael OôHara and 
Catharine McCarthy. She was born  in 

1905. (Halton County near the town 

of Bronte) She entered the religious 
order (S. J. C.) in 1949. Before she 

entered the religious order she lived 
with her brother in St. Annôs Parish, 

Walpole. 

 
 There were  also two  other Heenan 

sisters, Agnes and Grace, who also 

joined  the  congregation of the Sis-
ters of the Precious Blood in Toronto. 

There is little information available 

about them.   

 

ST. MARY AND ST.ANN PARISH 
Hagersville, Ontario 

 

 

 

July 24, 2011 

 

 

 

 

My Dear Parishioners, 

 

In 2008 we published a new pictorial directory  with pictures of individual  families as well as pic-

tures of many important  events and celebrations that took place in our parish . The same year we 

celebrated the 50th Anniversary of St. Maryôs   church , 40th Anniversary of Knights of Columbus 

and 45th Anniversary of St. Maryôs school. This was also the year our diocese  celebrated  itôs 50th 

anniversary and I celebrated my 50th birthday with you all !. A short  history book  for St. Annôs 

church was made on the occasion of  the churchôs  125 anniversary which was  celebrated on Sun-

day, July 29,  1990 when Father Paul Vernooy S.C.J. was the pastor.  

 

St. Maryôs church  does not have a proper  history book of the church . We have some information  

of the history of St. Maryôs church  which was   written  by  Kathleen McCarthy which helped a lot  

for writing  this history book. Ted  Montague also  gave  some  historical information  of St. Annôs 

church. Most of the history of St. Annôs church is taken from the 125th anniversary book. I thank 

Mary Lane , the  parish secretary, for gathering   the  history notes  of both churches from our parish  

office  files . Some may wonder why we write the name of  Walpole  church as ñST. ANNò instead 

of  ñST. ANNEò . It is because , on the  stained glass, above the  main entrance  door,  the churchôs 

name is written as ñST. ANNò. (St. Ann, founded 1865).  

 

Let us dedicate this history book to those who set down roots in these two holy places and to those 

who reach out from here to the world after we are gone. For the faithful who have gone before us at 

St. Mary and St. Ann Churches: let us give  thanks for the  gifts of strength and beauty they have 

handed down to us, and let us pray that their goodness, vision, and faith in God will live on in us. 

For the faithful who come after us at our  churches: let us pray that they will keep our beautiful and 

beloved Trees of Life fresh and flourishing, and that these will continue to bear good fruits in their 

hearts, in  our community, and in the world. This history book will be a treasured  keep sake for 

your family and generation to come.  May God Bless our parish family! 
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SISTERS OF WALPOLE TOWNSHIP  

 

Sister M.Ursula Heenan C.S.J. (Anne): Her 
parents were Thomas Heenan And Anne Pol-

lard. She joined the   congregation of Sisters 

of St. Joseph in 1869. Her religious profession 
was on March 19, 1872 . She died at St. Jo-

sephôs hospital in  Guelph. Unfortunately 

there is no further information regarding the 
burial, which was most unusual. 

 

Sister M. Helena Heenan C.S.J. ( Matilda): 

She was the sister of Sister M.Ursula Heenan. 

She was born on  August 15, 1848. Her reli-

gious profession was on November 21, 1876. 
She spent many years at the Hamilton Hospi-

tal and a few years at the  house of Providence  

in Dundas. She died at  St. Josephôs Hospital, 
Hamilton  on June 11, 1941 and  buried at 

Holy Sepulchre Cemetery, Burlington. 

 

Sister M. Delphine Devine C.S.J. ( Isobelð

Bella) 

Born on February 15, 1865. Her parents were 
Cornelius Devine and Ellen Reilly.  Her reli-

gious profession was on May 19, 1894.  She 

was faithful to her religious obligations and 
had a great love and devotion to the Blessed 

Sacrament.  

 
She devoted her life to helping others, the eld-

erly in the house of Providence in Dandas and 

Guelph, and for many years assisted in many 
ways in the hospital in Hamilton.  She died in 

St. Josephôs hospital , Hamilton on October 

13, 1940. Her burial was in Holy Sepulchre 
cemetery, Burlington 

 

Yours in Our Lord, 

Father Sunny Sebastian, Pastor 
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 Father  J.R. OôDonnell C.S.B. son of 

John OôDonnell and Mary Hunks, 

born August 19, 1907, in Walpole 

Township. He was educated at a lo-

cal public school in Jarvis and high 

school in Cayuga, St.Jeromôs Col-

lege and St.Michaelôs college. He 

was ordained a priest in the congre-

gation of St. Basil in 1932. His aca-

demic curiocity took him to Cracow, 

Poland and Breslau, Germany and 

Ecole Nationale des Chartes in Paris. 

Those experiences laid the founda-

tion for a distinguished forty year 

career at University of Toronto. The 

pioneering academic was also a 

member of the founding staff of the 

Toronto based Pontifical Institute of 

Medieval Studies. His expertise was 

recognized  by his election as a Fel-

low of the Royal Society of Canada, 

in 1960-61.  and a Fellowship of the  

Institute for Advanced Study, at 

Princeton in 1968-69. Father 

Reginald OôDonnell died in Toronto 

on the 5th of February 1988. 

FR.  G. CLEARY 

ARCHDEACON  

 EUGENE LAUSSIE 

FR.  G. BECK 
FR.  B.A. HARIS 

FR.  J.B. RYAN 

FR. COLLINS  

2003-2007 

FR. PAUL TENNYSON 

S.C.J. 

FR.  PAUL VERNOOY SCJ 

1989-1999 
FR. RAYMAKERS S.C.J. 

1973-76, 82-87 

FR.  J. ELIENS S.C.J 

1980-82, 87-89 

 

FR.  C.O. DAY 

FATHER WUBBELS S.C.J. 

1963ð1972  

FR. SUNNY  

JANUARY 1, 2008 

FR.   P. BODENDISTEL S.C.J. 

1963-1972 
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PRIESTS WHO SERVED AT ST. MARY 

AND ST.ANN PARISH FROM  1865 

 

Frs. Michael O'Shea, Vincent Bardeau and  

Archdeacon Eugene  

   (1865 - 1895 )         

 Frs. G.M. Lynch, A.C. Walter, I.C. Gehl,    

G. Cleary, J.J.Traynor, B.A.Harris, J.B.Ryan 

(1895 - 1953) 

 Fr. P. Bodendistel  

(1953 - 1955)  

 Frs. C. Day, Sullivan & G. Robson 

(1956 - 1958)  

 Fr. G. Beck SCJ 

(1958 - 1963 ) 

 Frs. G. Wubbels and G. Raymakers SCJ 

(1963 - 1972) 

 Fr. G. Raymakers SCJ 

(1973 - 1976 ) 

Fr. C. Marrevee SCJ 

 (1976 - 1979)  

 Fr. J. Eliens SCJ 

(1980 - 1982)  

 Fr. G. Raymakers SCJ 

(1982 - 1987) 

 Fr. J. Eliens SCJ 

(1987 - 1989) 

 Fr. Paul Vernooy SCJ 

(1989 - 1999)   

 Fr. Paul Tennyson SCJ 

(1999 - 2003 ) 

 Fr. Stephen Collins 

( 2003 - 2007) 

 

Fr. Sunny Sebastian: January 1, 2008  
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PRIESTS BORN IN ST. ANNôS 

PARISH 
Father Edward T. Heeenan, born No-

vember 18, 1832 in Walpole Town-

ship, ordained August 4, 1861 died 

April 14, 1908 in Hamilton and is 

buried in Dundas. 

 

 

 

 

 

Father OôNeil, born in 1838 in Evans 

Point, near Nanticoke. Father William 

Brennan, born in Walpole Township 

and died in California about 1905.  

 

 

July 4, 1965:  St. Annôs church 

centennial celebration. 

At the  close of the service the 

church Bell was tolled 100 times 

to mark the end of the first 100 

years of service to the faithful of 

itôs parish. More than 500 parish-

ioners attended the outdoor ser-

vice.  


